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Buxton Sustainable Travel Plan - Cars, Parking and School Travel 
 

Background 
Buxton Town Team volunteers, working with High Peak Borough Council, Derbyshire County Council, University of 

Derby and local voluntary groups have produced a whole-town sustainable Travel Plan for consultation. 

The plan can be viewed here www.tinyurl.com/BuxtonSTP or via the Buxton Town Team website: 

https://www.buxtontownteam.org/ 

Because the plan is so comprehensive, the Town Team are asking residents to comment on it section by section. This 

week we would like to concentrate on Cars, Car Parking and Travelling to School. 

Cars 
People’s century-long love affair with the car continues unabated and it will take a lot to cool that passion. Most 

people pay thousands of pounds each year in order to gain the freedom to travel where and when they choose, but 

this freedom comes with other costs too. Pollution caused by petrol and diesel engines is a danger to our health and 

contributes significantly towards global warming. Although modern vehicles are designed to high safety standards, 

the increase in traffic still results in a large number of traffic accidents. Our decision to drive or ride short distances 

rather than walk or cycle is affecting our levels of fitness and health. 

Did you know? –  
94% of car journeys are under 25 miles, with 58% under five miles. (Source – Department for Transport) 

80% of the time the average car is parked at home.  16% of the time it is parked elsewhere.  Only 4% of the time it is 

actually travelling (Source: Spaced Out – Perspectives on Parking Policy). Looking at it another way, the average cost 

of ownership of a car in this area is £438 per month, £350 of that you are paying to look at it parked outside your 

house. 

Is a Car Club the answer for you? For £10, you can join the Buxton Car Club, then when you need a vehicle, you just 

book it online and go to the Station car park to collect a new(ish), fully-serviced and valeted vehicle. You would need 

to book a lot of times before you exceeded the £438 per month. If you don’t have space to park outside your house 

– problem solved. 

https://www.enterprisecarclub.co.uk/gb/en/programs/regions/north-west-england/buxton.html 

Let us know your views by visiting https://tinyurl.com/BSTPPart3 or following the links from the Buxton Town Team 

website: https://www.buxtontownteam.org/  
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Car Parking  
As a tourist destination and local shopping centre, our car parks are busy and for those travelling by car to Buxton for 

work it can be difficult and expensive to park. Are there any areas of the town where we could create new parking 

areas? The old ‘engine sheds’ area to the north of the railway station is currently unused and quite close to shops 

and businesses. The ‘Future High Streets’ grant will allow us to rethink town centre parking. 

But what is the answer – more car parks or fewer cars? How soon will it be before we book a self-driving car online 

and it arrives outside our house to pick us up. Once it drops us off, it disappears to the next booking. The car parks 

will be empty. Will we look back and wonder why we spent so much money building new ones? 

Should we have a Park and Ride scheme for busy periods? Should High Peak Borough Council replace the ticket 

machines in their car parks to allow contactless and online payment? Let us know your views by visiting 

https://tinyurl.com/BSTPPart3 or following the links from the Buxton Town Team website: 

https://www.buxtontownteam.org/  

Travelling to School 
Families with school-age children will know the frantic hour every school day morning when everything has to be 

done in no time and dropping the kids off to school seems a way of saving time. However, as long as it can be done 

safely, allowing the children to make their own way to school is easier and healthier for all. Buxton Town Team 

volunteers have been working with High peak Borough Council to identify active travel routes around the town that 

try to avoid roads where possible and provide safer means of travelling to school. 

For younger children, the Team has been encouraging the creation of ‘Walking Buses’ where groups of pupils 

accompanied by some adults ‘pick up’ other pupils along their route to school. The Team have already written a 

‘Buxton Walking Bus Song’ for children to sing as they walk, with plans to record it with local children and create a 

promotional video once Covid restrictions are lifted. 

For those parents living in more remote areas who have little choice other than to join the ‘school run’, the Team are 

promoting ‘Park and Stride’ where parents are encouraged to let their children get daily exercise by dropping them 

off at a designated place and walk the rest of the way to school, thus reducing congestion and emissions at the 

school gates, travel time for parents, and providing health benefits for their children. 

The team are also asking parents to be aware of the dangers to the health of children and passers-by caused by not 

switching off vehicle engines whilst waiting outside school. 

Let us know your views by visiting https://tinyurl.com/BSTPPart3 or following the links from the Buxton Town Team 

website: https://www.buxtontownteam.org/  
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